Background
The violence against children (VAC) is global and complex public health issue, however it is not yet recognized as public health priority with adequate political support. VAC has serious impact on child's physical and mental health, wellbeing and development. In Split and Dalmatia County (SDC) there are 23.465 primary school children, with one-half of them aged 6-10 years. Recent studies have shown significant number of school children being exposed to violence. Developing effective interventions with the aim to reduce the incidence of VAC and to provide young children with support should be priority. Objectives Project "Violence is not OK!'' was implemented in SDC during the period 2011-2014 including almost 600 school children aged 6-10 years. The project had certain aims: to reduce the incidence of VAC in target population using multidisciplinary approach, to provide information on children's rights, to increase knowledge about violence prevention as well as to develop positive social skills. The project consisted of three creative workshops (educational, art and literary one) educating children how to acquire certain beliefs, attitudes and behaviour patterns based on non-violence. Results After implementing project, child-participants were able to identify the type of violence, to report the violence, to discuss about possibilities for using protection measures, to encourage and support violence victims and to resolve conflicts peacefully in class as well as at home.
Conclusions
The project "Violence is not OK!'' resulting from the collaboration of Public Health Institute and primary schools of Split and Dalmatia County is a practical example of raising public awareness in order to generate positive social changes, emphasizing that any kind of VAC is unacceptable, and its prevention is public health priority.
Key messages
Children during infancy need to acquire and develop certain beliefs, attitudes, ethical judgements and behaviour patterns based on non-violence with aim to grow up into positive and self-aware adults Creating culture of violence prevention should be public health priority, and the first step is to make violence-free childhood possible
